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Dear Mayor DiCarlo and Amherstburg Town Council, 

  

We are writing to request an immediate review of the bylaws pertaining to animal rights and 

kenneling in the municipality of Windsor.  Currently, these bylaws are lax in addressing 

numerous conditions when it comes to animal safety. 

 

In light of the situation occurring at 138 Lions Club Drive in the town of Belle River, and the 

condition with which the domestic dogs are being kept within municipal limits, a discussion was 

had about the limitations in the bylaws which allowed for the inhumane treatment of animals and 

has sparked outrage and initiated discussion about town bylaws that need to be updated.  

Unfortunately, not all citizens have the same moral compass when it comes to doing what is in 

the best interest of animals and it is up to us as a municipality to protect the voiceless. 

  

We would ask that at a minimum, the animals set-out by the municipality of Essex be adopted: 
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-hall/resources/BY-LAW-1606---Animal-Care-Control-BL-May-
2017.pdf 
 
In addition to the current bylaws in place in the town of Essex, we ask that the following be 
added: 
 
The Hiring/Tendering of Animal Control Workers: 
 

1) Institute a more thorough background check when it comes to the hiring process 
including animal control officers whereby if the candidate has been terminated from 
other local municipality due to conduct concerns, they would not be offered the position. 

2) If it was determined that the conduct of the current animal control officer was in question 
or if they had been removed from a position in another municipality due to conduct 
concerns that their position be terminated immediately. 

 

Crates and Kennels: 

 

Every person who owns and operates a kennel shall: 

1) Ensure that a shelter for one dog must be a min size such as 5 x 5 with a 3ft ceiling 

depending on the height of the dog. If the dog is 4ft then accommodate an extra 3 feet so 

the dog can stand and move. 

2) Comply with the guidelines set out in "A Code of Practice for Canadian Kennel 

Operations", (Canadian Veterinary Medical Association). 

3) Have adequate light, including natural and electric lighting 

4)  Have windows that can be opened for proper ventilation 

5) Have an operational heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) system with a 

working thermostat 

6)  Have access to hot and cold running water on site 

7)  Ensure the shelters are covered for all season weather. 

8)  Ensure that the floor of the kennels be solid as opposed to wiring and that the ceiling 

above is solid to ensure they are not soaked when it rains. 
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9) Domestic animal kennels will be kept on properties whereby the owner resides or where 

their business operations is located. 

 

10) Ensure that animals that are crated or penned both on residential properties and in 

kennel situations outdoors will be crated for no longer than a stipulated number of hours 

at a time at which point they will be provided access to a large area where they can roam. 

 

11) Ensure that animals being kept in crates of kennels outdoors will be entitled the 

opportunity for periodic exercise sufficient to maintain good health including the 

opportunity to be unfettered from a fixed area and exercised regularly under appropriate 

control 

12)  Ensure access to a fenced area to the outside that permits the animal to access the 

outside area and return to the inside area on its own accord. 

 

13) Maintain every run or pen area in a clean and sanitary condition at all times which shall 

include the removal and proper disposal of excrement, refuse and debris a minimum of 

twice daily or as often as required. 

14) Ensure that every person who owns or operates a kennel shall ensure every run, pen, or 

exercise yard shall be surrounded by a sturdy fence with a minimum height of 1.52 

meters (five feet). 

 

 

Tethering: 

15) Residential and kenneled domestic animals will not be tethered for longer than a set time 

of three hours per day. 

16) No person shall keep any animal in the City tethered on a chain, rope or similar 

restraining device of less than three meters in length. 

17) Every person who has tethered an animal shall ensure, at all times, that the animal has 

unrestricted movement within the range of the tether, and that the animal cannot suffer 

injury resulting from the tether. 

18)  A person who has tethered an animal shall ensure that the animal is tethered in a 

manner that constrains the animal to the property to which the animal is tethered.  

19) No person shall keep an animal tethered where a choke collar, choke chain, pronged 

collar or any similar device forms part of the tether.  

20) No animal will be kept outdoors during extreme weather conditions. 

21)  During extreme heat and cold, residential, and kenneled domestic animals will have 

access to relief in indoor temperature-controlled areas. 

22) It will not be permitted to keep domestic kenneled animals in standalone structures that 

do not have access to interior temperature-controlled facilities on the premises.  

 

 

 

Animals in Vehicles: 
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1) No person shall allow an animal to be outside of the passenger cab of a motor vehicle 

on a roadway, regardless of whether the motor vehicle is moving or parked; 

2) A person may allow an animal to be outside the passenger cab of a motor vehicle, 

including riding in the back of a pick up truck or flat bed truck if the animal is:  

a. a) In a fully enclosed trailer;  

b. b) In a topper enclosing the bed area of a truck; 

c.  c) Contained in a ventilated kennel or similar device securely fastened to the bed 

of the truck; or  

d. d) Securely tethered in such a manner that it is not standing on bare metal, 

cannot jump or be thrown from the vehicle, is not in danger of strangulation and 

cannot reach beyond the outside edges of the vehicle.  

3) The Owner of an animal shall not leave an animal unattended in a motor vehicle if the 

weather conditions are not suitable for containment of an animal;  

4) A Police Officer who has reasonable grounds to believe that an animal left unattended in 

a motor vehicle is in imminent physical danger may take steps to remove the animal 

from the vehicle and shall not be held liable for any damage to the vehicle by so doing. 

 

We hope that these suggested amendments and additions to the current bylaws can be 

considered and implemented as soon as possible and we look forward to working with you to 

help evoke positive change in our community. 

 

 

Attached is a link that lists the kennel bylaws for the township of Wellington North to utilize as an 

exemplar: 

https://wellington-north.com/content/by-laws/kennel-operation-and-licensing-by-law-047-17.pdf 

 

Recommendations provided by the Code of Practice for the Canadian Kennel Operations 

https://www.canadianveterinarians.net/documents/code-of-practice-for-canadian-kennel-

operations 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
THE HIRING/TENDERING OF ANIMAL CONTROL WORKERS:

Institute a more thorough background check 
during the hiring process of Animal Control 

Officers. Should the candidate’s contract be 
terminated from other local municipalities due to 
conduct concerns, they would not be offered the 

position.

If it was determined that the conduct of the 
current Animal Control Officer was in question, or 

if they had been removed from a position in 
another municipality due to conduct concerns, 
that their position be terminated immediately.
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RECOMMENDATIONS CONTINUED 

LICENCING:

Kennel Licence be at a maximum 
of 12 tags per calendar year.

Amherstburg By-law 2012-104 (2015-123 
Amended) section 4.3 currently states not 

limited

CKC Registered 
Kennel Inspection by Municipal 

By-law Inspector or Animal 
Control Officer and that the 
Kennel meet the applicable 

Standards of Care yearly.

Agricultural Zoning with 
main dwelling on the 

subject property 
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SunParlor R/C Flyers

Paul Sousa – President of SunParlor R/C Flyers (SPRCF) located at
“Tower Field” 4819 4th Con North Amherstburg Ont.
Good evening your Worship and Members of Town Council.  I am here
tonight on behalf of the members of SunParlor R/C Flyers in support
of the recommendation that your Manager of Licensing and
Enforcement has prepared for you tonight. Although we do support
Option #1.  We find that this is the best option that will allow our
members to fully utilize the hobby experience and not create any
unsafe conditions at the field.  We usually have members that range
from 8 to over 90 years of age, creating a differential utilization of time
throughout the day, week and the weekend for retirees, students and
for working members. This also falls inline with the other municipalities
in the addition of  selecting the earliest prohibited no usage time of
8:00PM through 9:00AM, we support this.

As stated in the backgrounder that was read to you today, we have
been at this location since 1975, During this time, this site has
provided a safe, open location for the enjoyment of flying
radio-controlled model airplanes with combustion engines.  SPRCF
has maintained a perfect safety record and has always been
respectful of the Town and its residents. As we had presented back in
Jan 2020 to the council, we had created a note for a “No Fly Zone”
which has been sent to all members and part of the annual
membership package for new and renewing members.
We have a short aerial video that outlines our “Tower field” in relation
to any existing neighbors. Here you will see how we have our layout
so as to not impede anyone as we are at a far distance from the road
and all.
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Just some facts about the club;
​ Our member’s age range from 8 to 90 years old.
​ Radio controlled airplanes are a popular activity for retirees,

many relocate to the Amherstburg area.
​ Average number of members in the club is approximately 80 at

any given time (86 members for 2019)
​ Open to everyone and provide free flight training to any member,

also provide assisted flights with a buddy box (training radio) to
anyone that wishes to enter the hobby without actually
purchasing any equipment.

​ We have a free yearly Open House/Air Show for the Public with
Kids gliders “they build and fly” and also a candy drop.

With the recent focus on STEM (science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics) in our schools. SPRCF provides an option for students
to practice these skills in a safe, challenging environment.  Over the
years, members have visited local schools and scout groups to
explain/teach aerodynamics as part of the flight curriculum with aids
such as hands on flying with small aircraft, flight simulators, visual and
written material.  We also have had members mentor with the
Engineering Department at the University of Windsor as part of the
heavy lift competition.
Events held at Tower Field;
Throughout the year we have several events which include not only
our members but R/C pilots from across the province and surrounding
US states, who spend their time here in Amherstburg with
accommodations, entertainment and dining.  Also a large amount of
the public of all ages attend our events as they love the interaction
with the pilots, model airplanes and competitions.
The smiles that we receive from the little ones and their parents as
they build their glider planes is priceless.
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We really want to thank the Town of Amherstburg Administration for all
their hard work in getting this recommendation  in place for tonight's
meeting.  With all that's been going around us lately with the
pandemic and other news around the world now. We truly understand
the amount of time it has taken us to this point.  Again we SunParlor
R/C flyers support the recommendation along with Option #1.

Thank you for your time and allowing us to speak to you all tonight
Paul Souss
SunParlor R/C Flyers
President
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Model Aeronautics Association of Canada
Modélistes Aéronautiques Associés du Canada

9 – 5100 South Service Road, Burlington, Ontario L7L 6A5
Tel (905)632-9808 Fax (905)632-3304 Toll Free 1-855-FLY-MAAC (359-6222)

Web www.maac.ca Email office@maac.ca

Join Because You Want To

September 25, 2019

To: Whom it may concern

From: Linda Patrick
Secretary/Treasurer

Re: Sun Parlor R/C Club

Dear Sir/Madam:

I have been asked to confirm the status of the above-named club. The club was
grandfathered in as a chartered club in 1975 and remains an active club within MAAC. The
club has been at the Tower Field at current location of 4819, 4th Concession North
Amherstburg, ON. Our accident claims records go back to 1996, with no incidents involving
the Sun Parlor club.

It is hoped that this information is of assistance in establishing the status of the Sun Parlor
R/C Club.

Respectfully,
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February 28 2022 

 

To: Mayor and Members of Amherstburg Council 

Re: Amendment to By-Law 2001-43 

 

Good evening, my name is Tom Bateman and I am speaking tonight on behalf of the residents on the 

4700 block of the 4th Concession North in opposition to the proposed amendments as detailed in the 

Council report dated February 28 2022. 

As Council is aware the residents have significant concerns with the operation of the model airplanes at 

this site. We are vehemently opposed to the granting of any form of exemption or revision to the 

existing prohibition as contained in the current By-Law. 

The By-Law and its prohibition of the operation of combustible engines was designed and intended to 

protect residents by allowing them to enjoy their properties free from the noise and nuisance created by 

the operation of these model airplanes.  

The existence of the current prohibition reflects the recognition of these significant negative impacts 

created by such operations on the residents and provides the appropriate protections. 

Residents have the right to enjoy their properties free from the noise and nuisance generated by the 

operation of these model airplanes. Council has an obligation to protect these rights and to ensure its 

residents have the ability to live without the significant negative impacts imposed upon them by these 

model airplanes. Council can best meet its obligations by maintaining the existing prohibition of 

combustible engines as codified within the existing By-Law. 

Any option other than maintaining the full prohibition will deprive the residents of their rights of full 

enjoyment of their properties. 

The options presented to amend the By-Law are not acceptable to the residents as they do not provide 

the protection of the current prohibition and would be impossible for the Town to appropriately 

monitor and enforce. 

Operations at the site have a poor track record of adherence to the Club’s own rules as to hours of 

operation, noise levels and violations of the “no fly” zones. The residents have no faith whatsoever that 

any restrictions introduced in an amendment would be followed on site. 

The noise and nuisances created by these operations have been tolerated for many years with multiple 

requests made to the Club to reduce the noise levels and eliminate the operation of the model airplanes 

off the designated flying field and over adjacent fields, homes and public roads. These requests have not 

been successful in changing the negative conditions or behaviour of the Club’s members. 

In recent years the noise levels have increased significantly due to suspected increases in the size and 

power of the airplanes as well as more frequent and longer distance flights beyond the limits of their 

field. In addition jet powered units have now been introduced creating incredible levels of noise.  
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The residents of the 4700 Block of the 4th Concession North beseech Council to not approve any 

amendments to the existing Noise By-Law. Should Council proceed with an amendment the residents 

are prepared to commence legal proceedings against the Town, property owner and Club based on the 

nuisance impact they would be subjected to. 

With respect, residents of the 4700 Block of the 4th Concession North 

Attached letters, September 25 2019, December 30 2019 
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December 30 2019 

 

TO: Mayor and Members of Amherstburg Council 

RE: Noise By-Law Exemption Request by Sun Parlour RC Flyers 

 

The residents of the 4700 Block of the 4th Concession North are vehemently opposed to the 

granting of any form of exemption to the Town’s Noise By-Law in favour of the Sun Parlour RC 

Flyers model airplane club. 

 

The intended purpose of the bylaw is to protect the Town’s residents and landowners from the 

noise and nuisances created by activities that are prohibited under the bylaw. The operation of 

these model airplanes are specifically identified under the listing of prohibited sound 

generating activities in Table 3-1. The operation of these prohibited model airplanes create 

numerous negative impacts from the constant noise and nuisances that significantly prohibit 

the residents use and enjoyment of their properties.  

 

The noise and nuisances created by these operations have been tolerated for many years with 

multiple request made by residents to the Club to reduce the noise levels and eliminate the 

operation of the model airplanes off the designated flying field and over adjacent fields, homes 

and public roads. These requests have not been successful in changing the negative conditions 

or behaviour of the Club’s members. 

 

In recent years the noise levels have increased significantly due to suspected increases in the 

size and power of the airplanes as well as more frequent and longer distant flights beyond the 

limits of their field. In addition jet powered units are now being flown at the site creating 

incredible levels of noise. The operation of the planes off their field over adjacent properties 

created additional safety concerns for the residents. 

 

Throughout the Summer of 2019 multiple requests and discussions took place with 

representatives of the Club’s Executive to attempt to gain compliance with their own internal 

set of rules, decrease the noise levels generated and eliminate the flights beyond the limits of 

their field over other people’s property for which they do not have permission. These efforts 

were not successful and did not result in any changes to the conditions that the residents are 

having to endure. 
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A formal complaint was made to the Town’s By-Law Enforcement Department which upon 

investigation found the Club’s activities to be in direct violation of By-Law 2001-43 as the 

operation of combustion engine powered model airplanes are specifically prohibited within the 

Amherstburg Town Limits. The Club was instructed by the By-Law Enforcement Officer to cease 

the operation of these units immediately. These orders to date have not been fully complied 

with as airplanes are still periodically being operated at the site. Compliance with the Town’s 

regulations and the Club’s own rules regarding issues such as hours of operation and no fly 

zones has been poor as members appear to not consider these to be binding. 

 

The current operations of the Club have become unbearable for the residents, with noise levels 

being created so loud that the planes can be heard inside the house with the windows closed. 

Sound levels of 92 decibels have been recorded two properties away from the field. The noise is 

generated from early morning ( outside the Club’s own approved operating hours ) till dusk 

seven days a week and can be likened to a gas powered weed whipper or chainsaw running 

next door all day long. This makes it difficult to enjoy an evening coffee in one’s backyard or 

host a weekend family barbeque while dealing with the constant drone of the plane’s engines 

and flights over the properties. 

 

The residents of the 4700 Block of the 4th Concession have indicated their opposition to an 

exemption by signing the attached petition. Exemptions to a bylaw such as this should only be 

considered for non-recurring or onetime special events. It is suggested that it would be 

inappropriate to consider granting an exemption for a continuous activity that is specifically 

prohibited under the By-Law.   

 

On a final note, the SunParlour RC Flyer Club cannot be considered value added to the Town of 

Amherstburg as they as an organization do not contribute to the Town’s tax base and it is 

further suspected that the majority of its members are not residents of Amherstburg. The 

residents have endured the negative impacts created by these model airplanes and are looking 

for the Town to support them in seeking the ability to enjoy their properties without the noise 

and nuisances through the enforcement of the existing By-Law. 

The residents of the 4700 Block of the 4th Concession implore Council to provide its residents 

with protection from the noise and nuisance created by the operation of these model airplanes 

as prohibited under By-Law 2002-43 by not granting any form of exemption to the Sun Parlour 

RC Flyers. 

 

With respect, residents of the 4700 Block 4th Concession North 
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September 25 2019 

 

Town of Amherstburg 

271 Sandwich St. S. 

Amherstburg, ON N9V 2A5 

 

Attention:  B.J. Wilder, By-Law Enforcement Officer 

 

RE: Noise By-Law Violation 4819 4th Concession North 

 

Dear Sir; 

 

We are providing this correspondence as a follow up to our discussions and emails. We understand that 

upon investigation it was found that the model airplane operation located at 4819 4th Concession North 

is in violation of the Town’s noise By-Law and as such they have been instructed that the cease flying 

combustion engine units at the site. It has been suggested that the Club may wish to request an 

exemption to the By-Law from Council. 

We are formally requesting that we receive prior notice that an application for an exemption has been 

requested for Council’s consideration as it is intended to appear before Council representing the 

neighbourhood in opposition to the granting of an exemption. Attached to this correspondence you will 

find a memo of ”opposition” signed by the residents in the neighbourhood. 

We would additionally request that if an application for exemption is made that it not be scheduled 

during the period of October 11 to October 22 as we will be out of the Country and unable to attend the 

Council meeting. This issue as you can appreciate is of paramount importance to ourselves and the 

neighbourhood and it is imperative that we be allowed to share our concerns with Council so they may 

understand the magnitude of the issues and the inappropriateness of granting an exemption. 

 

The following background information will highlight the neighborhood concerns related to the violation 

of the Noise By-Law created by the operation of the model airplanes.  

The purpose of the By-Law 2001-43 is to protect residents from noise in order to allow the use and 

enjoyment of their property without the negative impacts from the constant noise and nuisance created 

by the model airplane operations. The noise and nuisance has been tolerated for many years with 

several past requests of the Club to limit the flying of units off their field. In recent years the noise levels 

have increased significantly due to suspected increasing in size and power of the planes as well as more 
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frequent and distant flights beyond the limits of their field. Jet powered units are also now being flown 

at the site creating incredible levels of noise.   

Throughout the summer of 2019 multiple requests and discussions took place with representatives of 

the Club’s executives to again gain compliance with their own rules, decrease the noise generated by 

the planes and eliminate the flights beyond the field limits. We were not successful in gaining resolution 

to our concerns. The current operation has become unbearable for ourselves and the neighbours 

prompting the contact with the By-Law Enforcement Office. For example on several occasions units have 

been operating that generate such significant levels of noise that they can be heard inside the house 

with the windows closed and sound levels on our property of 92db have been recorded. The noise is 

generated from early morning till dusk seven days a week and can be likened to a gas powered weed 

whipper or chainsaw running next door all day long. It makes it difficult to enjoy an evening coffee in the 

backyard or host a weekend family barbeque while dealing with the constant drone of the plane’s 

engines. Since the order to cease combustion engine operations was issued there has continued to be 

several instances where those units have been operating. 

The residents of the neighbourhood are vehemently opposed to the granting of an exemption to the By-

Law and are looking to Council to protect its residents from the noise and nuisance created by the 

model airplane operations as specifically identified in the By-Law’s prohibition. 

 

Thanks you for your consideration 

 

 

Tom Bateman,   

  

 

Cc: Paula Parker, Clerk 
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