
MinutesofanAmherstburgMunicipalCouncil
SpecialMeeting

Monday, August8, 2011at7:00p.m.  
UnitedCommunitiesCreditUnioncomplex

PRESENT DeputyMayorRonSutherland
CouncillorCarolynDavies

CouncillorBartDiPasquale
CouncillorRobert (Bob) Pillon
CouncillorDianePouget

EdDries, P.Eng. DillonConsulting
EricChamberlain, EngineeringCoordinator/  

DrainageSuperintendent
LouZarlenga, Director, EngineeringandInfrastructure

ABSENTWITHNOTICEMayorWayneHurst
CouncillorJohnSutton

CALLTOORDER

TheDeputyMayorcalledthemeetingtoorder.   

TheDeputyMayorextendedcondolences

DISCLOSUREOFPECUNIARYINTEREST & GENERALNATURETHEREOF

Therewerenodisclosuresofpecuniaryinterest.   

REPORT

AreportbyLouZarlengaregardingPublicMeetingfortheConsiderationofthe
PreliminaryReportfortheMorganMunicipalMainandSouthBranchDrains Ed
Dries, P.Eng. DillonConsultingprovidedanoverviewofthepreliminaryreportforthe
MorganDrain. Henotedthattherewasasitemeetingtogatherpreliminary
information. Themeetingwaswellattendedandthoseissuesraisedatthesite
meetingareincludedinthereport.  Purposeofthemeetingistogatherpublic
commentsandreceiveCouncildirection.  

TheDeputyMayorinvitedmembersofthepublictoaddressCouncil.  

ThosemembersofthepublicthataddressedCouncilwere:  

JohnLaing, 317WhiteCrescentaddressedCouncilandquestionedwhetherthe
trenchingwillhelptheflowandeliminatethestandingwaterintheopendrainbehind
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hisproperty. Hecommentedonthelargenumberofmosquitospresent. EdDries
confirmedthatyes, theworkwouldprovideanimprovedoutletandtheopendrain
willfunctionbetterremovingstandingwaterinthedrain. Mr. Laingnotedhisconcern
ofhavingtoaddressthestandingwateragaininthefuture. Mr. Driesadvisedit
wouldnotbetheperfectsolutionandthatthisisanopenchannelandwillconvey
waterfromtimetotime. Councilmaywishtoconsiderenclosingthedrainhowever,  
therearecostsassociated.   

DominicSavo, 376TexasRoadaddressedCouncilandaskedwhyitisbeingpro-  
ratedonthevalueofthepropertyandnotjustthefrontageoftheproperty. EdDries
advisedthatthemethodologyisdefinedwithintheDrainageActunderSection25. It
formspartofthelegislationandthereisnooptionorflexibility.  Mr. Savonotedthat
whenhefirstbuilttheproperty, hesharedinthecosttoenclosedrainsbyTexas
Road. Mr. Driesadvisedthattheseareprivatedrains, notmunicipaldrains. The
MorganDrainisamunicipaldrainandtheTownhascertainobligationsunderthe
DrainageAct.   

MikeWirag, 333WhiteCrescentquestionedhowaccesswouldbegainedbythe
Towntobackyardstocompletethemaintenancework. EdDriesadvisedthataccess
wouldnotbeneededtobackyards. Heclarifiedthatnothingisbeingdoneonthe
MainBranchfromthejunctionoftheSouthBranch, upstream.  

DavidDeThomasis, 407OldColonyTrailnotedhisparentshadsubmittedaletteras
theyarenotabletobepresent. HeaskedthatCouncilreviewsame. Mr. Dries
commentedontheletterandadvisedthatfurthertothesuggestiontoenclosethe
MainandSouthBranchadjacenttohisparent’shouse. Henotedthatshouldthis
workbeincludedinthereport, hisparentswouldbeassessedforitunderthe
DrainageAct.  Mr. DeThomasisadvisedthatthiswouldneedtobediscussedwith
hisparents. Mr. Driesadvisedthathewouldmeetwithhisparentstodiscusssame.  

Mr. DriescommentedontherecommendationbyMr. DeThomasis’ parentsto
enclosethedrainatPettypieceDrive.  Mr. Driesadvisedthatthismaybepartof
afuturedevelopment. Atthatpointandtime, Administrationmayrequirethatthis
bepartofthefundingofanyfuturedevelopment. 

Mr. Driesadvisedthatregardlessofwhetherpeoplethinkthatthedevelopershould
havepaid, itwasnotincludedintheagreementandthemeetingistodeterminethe
appropriateactionandpaymentofsame.   

CouncillorPougetaskedthatLouZarlengaaddressthemosquitoissueinthe
standingwater. LouZarlengaadvisedthattheBoardofHealthtreatsareasandhe
wouldprovideinformationonthoseareastreatedalready.   

MichelDucharme, 325WhiteCrescentaddressedCouncilandsoughtan
explanationastowhyheisrequiredtopayundertheAct. Healsonotedthatthereis
anobstructioninthedrainthatshouldberemoved. Mr. Driesexplainedthe
provisionswithintheActregardingassessmentandadvisedthattheblockagewould
beinvestigatedandifthereisanobstruction, theDrainageSuperintendentwill
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addressit. InresponsetoaquestionfromMr. Ducharme, Mr. Driesexplainedthat
assessmentsagainstroadsareleviedagainsttheauthoritythatownstheroad.  

CouncillorPillonreferredtothecommentregardingtheupperportionofthedrain
beingblockedandifanyonehadexperiencedflooding. EricChamberlainadvised
thatitmightbeprudenttodomaintenancetothemainbranchatthebackofthelots
toallowworkdoneintheovergrownarea. Thecostwouldincreaseifthiswasdone.  
Mr. Driesadvisedthatnocommentswerereceivedatthesitemeetingregardingthis
issue. EricChamberlainadvisedthattheworkwouldbedifficultduetoaccessand
thattherewouldneedtobeaccesstoremovethedebris.  

RobertYoung, 145HigginsaddressedCouncilandaskedhowanyfutureworkwill
beassessed. HenotedthattheTownhasresponsibilityandthatthedeveloper
shouldhavepaidaportionofthecostsincurred. Hefeltthattheresidentsareleft
withthecost. Healsoquestionedfuturedevelopmentandassessmentofvacant
undevelopedlots. Therewasdiscussionwithregardtothedevelopmentagreement
enteredintoyearsagoandthedeveloper’sresponsibilityforthedrain.   

CouncillorDaviesquestionedwhatthedeveloperwasresponsibleforandifitwasan
oversight. Mr. Driesnotedthatthereportcommentsonfutureworks. Councillor
Daviesquestionedifitwouldbefeasibletolookattheonebeaverorwillowdamto
seeifthatcouldbefixedwithoutaffectingwholedrain.  Howwouldtheresidentsfeel
aboutfixingtheonedamnblock.  

JohnLaingaskedthatCouncil, inthefuture, investigateenclosingtheupperportion
oftheMorganDrainandthattheprojectbeconsideredforanyfuturefunding
opportunities. 

JoanneDiPierdomenico, 402TexasRoadaddressedCouncilandsoughtclarification
astowhichlandsareassessedandrequiredtopayandwhicharenot.  

CouncillorDiPasqualesoughtclarificationofhowlongtheworkwouldlast.  EdDries
advisedthatopendrainagesystemsrequiremaintenanceandatypicalintervalis
about14to17years.   

MarioParete, 774TexasRoadaddressedCouncilandadvisedthathehasnotseen
thedrainmorethanhalffull. Hishomeislocatedatthebottomofthedrainandhe
feltthattheproblemwiththedrainoriginatesatthetopendofthedrain. EdDries
explainedthereasonwhytheentiredrainisbeingincludedinthework. Mr. Parete
feltthathismothershouldnotbeassessed.   

RobertYoungsoughtclarificationoftheareaofworkandaskedhowhisproperty
wouldbeassessedincomparisontothedeveloper’sremainingland. EdDries
advisedthatthedeveloperwillpayforhisundevelopedlandatnorthofthedrainin
proportiontothatassessedland. Mr. Youngfeltthatthereshouldbeanaverage
givenofwhatthelandwouldbevaluedwhendevelopedandthedeveloperwillpay
basedonthatamount.   
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KayMastrodicasa, 378TexasRoadaddressedCouncilandnotedthattheMorgan
Drainwasfinebeforethedevelopmentoccurred. Homeownerswhoboughtthe
housesknewthedrainwasthere. ThelotsonTexasRoadareprivatelyowned. Lots
southoftheMorganDrainareprivatelyowned. Ms. Mastrodicasafeltthatthe
developershouldberesponsibleasthedrainwasfineuntildevelopmentoccurred.  
Shesuggestedthattheworkbedoneinstagesandreviewedtoseeiftheproblemis
resolvedversuscompletingworkontheentiredrain. Shereiteratedthatthe
developershouldhavebeenresponsible.  

TonyEnglish, 408TexasRoadaddressedCouncilandaskedwhatprotectionthere
isinplacetoensurethatthecostsdon’tdrasticallyexceedthatwhichwasestimated.  
Mr. Driesexplainedtheprocessofestimatingthecostandwhatcouldimpactthe
cost. Mr. EnglishquestionedtheconditionoftheBigCreekDrainasthesesame
ownerswouldberesponsibleforthosecostsalso. EricChamberlainadvisedthatBig
Creekiswatershedandnotamunicipaldrain.  

Mr. DmytroKosyk, 3875Concession3NaddressedCouncilnotedthathisproperty
isnotdrainingproperly. Thedrainisnotservinghimwellcurrently. Mr. Driesnoted
thatthisiscontrarytocommentsbyothers. Itwasnotedthatthereareissuesonthe
rd3Concessionduetotheculvert. Mr. Driesadvisedthatthisisnotwithinthescope

ofthisproject.  

SeanGazdig, 401WhiteCrescentaddressedCouncilandnotedthatthismatter
originatedthreeyearsagoandaskedthatatimelinebeplacedontheprojectsoit
doesnotdelayanother3years. EdDriesadvisedthatafinalreportwouldfollow
within6weeks.  

DaveFox, 824TexasRoadaddressedCouncilandadvisedthathispropertyisat
theeasternendofthedrain. PartofMr. Fox’spropertyisdesignatedasafloodzone
byERCA. Mr. Foxexpressedconcernofadditionalstandingwateronhisproperty.  
HefurtherquestionedwhytheTownisnotrequiredtoputinaculvertonTexas
Road. Mr. DriesclarifiedthattheculvertatTexasRoadisinthesamesituationas
accessculvertstoMr. Fox’sneighbourstothewest. Itisslightlydeficientincapacity
butinastructuralconditionthatdoesn’tnecessitateimmediatereplacementandas
such, maybeleftasis. Whenitistimetoreplacetheculvert, herecommendsthatit
bereplacedwithaproperlysizedculvert. Mr. Driesnotedthathispropertyis
designatedfloodareacurrentlyandwillcontinuetoreceivewater. Thereshouldbe
nomorestandingwaterthanwhattypicallyhasoccurred.   

CouncillorPillonmoved, CouncillorDiPasqualeseconded:  

ThatCouncilreceivethereportfromLouZarlengadatedJuly5, 2011
concerningtheMorganMunicipalDrainpublicmeetingfortheconsiderationof
thepreliminaryreportpreparedbyEdDries, P. Eng. fromDillonConsulting
datedJune10, 2011;  
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AndfurtherthatCouncildirectstheengineertoprepareafinalengineer’s
reportbasedonthediscussionandinformationprovidedbythelandowners
benefitingfromtheMorganDrainProject.  

Itwasnotedthatthereportwillreturnin6weeks.  

TheDeputyMayorputtheMotion.  
MotionCarried

ADJOURNMENT

CouncillorDiPasqualemoved, CouncillorPougetseconded:  

ThatCouncilriseandadjournat9:05p.m.  

TheDeputyMayorputtheMotion.  
MotionCarried

MAYOR - WAYNEHURST

CLERK – BRENDAM. PERCY
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