Minutes of an Amherstburg Municipal Council
Special Meeting Regarding the 2008 Budget
Held At 6:30pm in Council Chambers

On Wednesday, February 13, 2008

PRESENT:
Mayor Wayne Hurst
Deputy Mayor Robert Bailey
Councillor Rick Fryer
Councillor Robert (Bob) Pillon
Councillor Paul Renaud
Councillor John Sutton
Councillor Rosa White

ALSO PRESENT:
Frank Pizzuto, Chief Administrative Officer
Carol Bendo, Human Resources Specialist/Deputy Clerk
Paul Beneteau, Treasurer
Stephen Brown, CBO
Lory Bratt, Planning Coordinator
Ron Dzombak, Manager of Recreational Services
Ivan Fregonese, Supervisor Budget Services
Pam Malott, Mgr. of Corporate & Leg. Services/Clerk
Antonio Marra, GIS Analyst
Randy Sinasac, Deputy Fire Chief
Lou Zarlenga, Public Works Manager

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 P.M.

WELCOME FROM MAYOR HURST
Mayor Hurst welcomed all those in attendance.

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST
No conflicts of pecuniary interest needed to be disclosed.

PRESENTATION OF PROPOSED BUDGET

Paul Beneteau, Treasurer and Ivan Fregonese, Supervisor Budget
Services, made a presentation to Council and the Public regarding the Proposed 2008
Operating and Capital Budget.
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DELEGATIONS
Mayor Hurst opened up the public meeting to members in the audience to provide their
comments, concerns and ideas to Couneil.

Delegation #1

Gordon Freeman addressed Council regarding the need to eliminate the fire area rating tax
this year. Mr. Freeman stated that 70% of callouts for Station #2 are for highway
accidents as indicated by the consultant's Fire Study. Mr. Freeman wants Council to
eliminate the tax in 2008 and not phase it out over two years as currently proposed.

Mayor Hurst stated that phasing 1s proposed in order to mitigate the impact to all the other
residents.

Deputy Mayor Bailey wanted to clarify that the callouts for incidents/accidents for 2007,
2006 and 2005 1s closer to 25% as provided by actual static reports. Having said that, the
accident calls for Station #2 are triple that of the other two stations.

Gord Freeman also asked Administration to identify the revenue for Special Events and
Tourism such as the Caravan.

Mr. Pizzuto informed the group that the cost of hosting the Caravan is $6,000 however the
Caravan generated economic activity of $45,000 to restaurants and retail. That is a direct
benefit only. The indirect/induced benefit would add to this dollar amount.

Mr. Freeman feels that these events should be self sustaining and generating revenue.

Delegation #2

Debbie Renaud addressed Council regarding the need to eliminate the fire area rating tax
in the 2008 budget and not over two years. Ms. Renaud provided a copy of her speech
along with a petition signed by 70 residents agreeing with this elimination and these
documents form and are a part of these minutes.

Delegation #3
Ron Meloche, firefighter from Station #2, addressed Council regarding the need to

eliminate the fire area rating tax in the 2008 budget.

Delegation #4
Joe Varacalli addressed Council regarding the increase to his property taxes. They have

increased over 16% in the last 3 vears and over 8% this year. He agrees with all tax
increases for all infrastructure work that was mandated by the province and necessary for
the Town to be in compliance.

Mr. Varacalli requests a breakdown of the Tourism / Special Events Initiative Program
and what percentage of the new tax increase this initiative is taking.

Mr. Pizzuto replied that the increase is 0.71%. The Special Events and Tourism Portfolio
is one of the three pillars identified in our economic development strategy. Council and
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Administration identified special events and tourism as the best short term/medium term
solution to increasing economic activity in Town. Mr. Pizzuto will be happy to provide the
business case to Mr. Varacalli along with the breakdown.

Mr. Varacalli has a concern from Monday night's (February 11th) meeting regarding other
Councillors thinking that being against MIII funding was only Councillor Fryer's concern
for Texas Road and not for other road infrastructure as a whole. He asked Council and
Administration that how can they expect people to go to the Recrational Facility and
spend money considering that the economic outlook is sluggish and people are losing jobs.
He asked that Council and Administration reconsider their direction with the MIII fund
application and state with that application our true needs for this Town.

Mr.Varacalli thanked Public Works for cleaning the snowfall off of our roads these last
few weeks on a timely basis.

Delegation #5

Ray Bezaire stated that from the Chamber point of view they want to commend the Town
on the Special Events/Tourism and Economic Development imtiative. In times of a
economic downtum you need to look to the future and these imitiatives will produce
benefits going forward.

Councillor Fryer asked how the Chamber could help to fund this initiative considering this
position is trying to help out businesses?

Mr. Bezaire stated that the Chamber is not looking to the Town to develop and build
businesses but just work with them and support them with initiatives that they need as a
group to fund. The Chamber has, over the past year, done a lot with bringing people
together to Special Events and members in higher political offices to take a look at the
Town. Mr. Bezaire stated that Leamington has over 60 tour buses booked this summer
due to the Economic Development/Tourism position that they had implemented.

Delegation #6
Diane Pouget addressed Council regarding Council's intention for Lowes Side Road and

asked if it will be mcluded in this budget. The section of Lowes Side Road between
Sandwich and Dalhousie Streets had six water breaks and the Town neglected to put back
between 12"-16" of the roadway in certain areas. This prevents two vehicles from being
on the road at the same time in certain sections which causes cars to go over yards and for
potential accidents with pedestrians to occur. Request is to have Council have the 12"-16"
of the roadway put back.

Delegation #7
Dave Punga addressed Council regarding petitioning a sponsorship/donation from the

Town of Amherstburg for the Sears National Kids Cancer Ride. This is the world's
longest, greatest, most rewarding charity cycling adventure in support of kids living with
and beyond cancer. The ride stretches 7,600km from a beach in Vancouver to the coast
of Halifax. Mr. Punga provided Council with a brochure and this document forms and is a
part of these minutes.
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Delegation #8
Gerry Bezaire addressed Council regarding the history of the capital projects that resulted

in the $8.7 million debt.

Mr. Pizzuto informed Gerry ana all in attendance that a 1% tax increase equates to
$120,000 in the Town. The three bridges that needed to be repaired cost $3million and
these funds needed to be borrowed; the sewer separation on St.Amaud (roads and
sidewalks only have to be covered by general tax which cost $900,000); any road or
sidewalk work that was done and funds were not available for the Town borrow ed these
funds.

Mr. Bezaire wanted to know how we are going to get out of this debt.

Mr. Pizzuto informed the group that, going forward, on a yearly basis council was looking
at a $3 million debt for infrastructure and this has been changed to $500,000 per year.
This does not mean the Town will be completing only $500,000 worth of work but rather
that we will Iook to grants, permanent grants and utilize the gas tax for the funding and only
borrow $500,000. Currently our general rate of debt is 8.5% of total expenditures and by
2017 that debt will be down to 3.5% which is a reasonable amount.

Closing Remarks

Mayor Hurst added that addressing the inequity that relates to our infrastructure will be
completed over the next few years. Fryer St. and particularly Murray St. were discussed
regarding the completion of our storm sewer separations (separating storm water from our
wastewater) which before had the stormwater being treated unnecessarily but now only
the wastewater will be directed to our wastewater treatment facility and the stormwater
will be sent direcily into the Detroit River.

Residents need to understand that money is in the development of a community to ensure
we increase our tax base and not our taxes. One way to do this is through Special Events.

Mayor Hurst, on behalf of Council, thanked all residents for attending and that all of their
comments are appreciated and will be considered.

NOTICE OF MOTION
No notices of motion were provided.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.

£ ol

£ —~Pamela Malett, Clerk
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February 13, 2008

Dear Mayor, Council and Administration

Thank you for the oppartunity to speak tonight. | ask you to please have the area rating special fire tax
be brought to an end now. | see no reason 1o have a 2 year delay. Yes, there is a tough economic
climate but why does the former Anderdon Township have to deal with this alone. Chief Murray has toid
Council that the full time firefighters at station 2 do considerable work for the core of Amherstburg. So
how could this be fair?

This is the last service that | know of that is separated. Let’s bring this to an end now.

Some members of Council in the past have asked residents of Amhersthurg to move forward. Move to
bringing Amherstburg to its best and stop the negative words. How does Council ever expect this to
happen when this tax is extremely unfair?

| ask this Council to please become a leader in this town and bring the community together as one. |
believe distributing the area rating tax to the whole Town of Amherstburg will make us equal in the tax
base.

I have brought to you signatures from residents who completely agree with the area rating tax to be
eliminated in the 2008 budget.

Thank you,

Debbie Renaud
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Reasons for Area Rating Elimination

- Full time firefighters at stn. #2 repair and maintain equipment for
all three stations

- Full time firefighters conduct mandatory fit tests for all three
stations

- Full time fighters conduct system checks for emergency
notification system

- Full time firefighters prepare operations centre in case of
emergency

- Without Full time fighters the response times for stn. #2 would
increase dramatically, and it is a cost that the whole newly formed
Ambherstburg should have absorbed right from day one of
amalgamation, and not levied against the tax payers from the old
Anderdon.
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Wwe, the unaersigned ask Amherstburg Council to repeal
their decision on the 2 year phase in area rating special fire
tax and eliminate it IMMEDIATELY.
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we, #ie undersigned ask Amherstburg Council to repeal
their decision on the 2 year phase in area rating special fire
tax and eliminate it IMMEDIATELY.
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we, the undersigned ask Amherstburg Ceuncil to repeal
their decision on the 2 year phase in area rating special fire
tax and eliminate it IMMEDIATELY.
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We, the undersigned ask Amherstburg Council to repeal
their decision on the 2 year phase in area rating special fire
tax and eliminate it IMMEDIATELY.

Print Name Address Phone # Signature
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We, the undersigned ask Amherstburg Council to repeal
their decision on the 2 year phase in area rating special fire

tax and eliminate it IMMEDIATELY.
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We, the undersigned ask Amherstburg Council to repeal
their decision on the 2 year phase in area rating special fire
tax and eliminate it IMMEDIATELY.

Print Name — [ Address Phone # 57 & | Signature
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