
Minutes of a Special Meeting of Amherstburg Council held on Monday, June 19, 2006 at

7 p.m.

PRESENT Mayor Wayne Hurst

Deputy Mayor Anthony Leardi

Councillor Robert Bailey
Councillor Gord Freeman

Councillor Carl Gibb

Councillor Paul Renaud

Councillor Rosa White

ALSO PRESENT Frank Pizzuto, CAO

David Mailloux, Clerk

Lory Bratt, Planning Coordinator

Stephen Brown, CBO

Nick Renaud, IT

See attendance list attached
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Council held a Public meeting to hear comments on and to consider Bylaw 2006-47,

being a bylaw to prohibit or regulate the discharge of firearms within the Town of

Amherstburg.

Mayor Hurst opened the meeting. He welcomed all present and introduced Bill

Mailloux, Chair of the Discharge of Firearms Committee.

Bill then introduced the members of the Committee and gave a brief background leading

up to where we are today. By way of a power point presentation, the Committee

reviewed the highlights of Bylaw 2006-47. After the presentation, Mayor Hurst called

for questions or comments from Council and those in attendance. Chairman Bill advised

that the members of the Committee and the CBO had a discussion regarding Schedule B.

There may be some adjustments to work out.

Dave Martin, County Rd. 8 - the restricted area covers his yard and a good portion of his

farm. He does not feel that this is fair. He enjoys archery and target practices. He

questioned whether he would be compensated for the loss of use of his property.

Tom Teeple, Dalhousie St. - he is involved with a historical group that fires canons and

r- muskets. Will this be allowed under the new Bylaw? He also would like to be able to

use a firearm to shoot wild or sick animals.

Mayor Hurst advised that it was not the intention of this Bylaw to stop the fIring of

historical canons and muskets. There is provision for exemptions. With regard to the use

of firearms to shoot wild or sick animals in the restricted area Mayor Hurst advised that

in the interest of public safety that could not be allowed.

Discussion took place on the caliber of rifle allowed in the Bylaw (.243). Kip Stratichuk

suggested that . 270 should be allowed. Provincial standards allow a . 270. Why would

we not go by Provincial Standards? Frank Nissen advised that Ministry officials agreed
with the .243 caliber.

Mark Krawchuk of 332 McLellan asked if he could do bow shooting in his back yard.
The answer was that being that a prohibited area, bow shooting was not allowed.

Mike Davis of Lake Erie Drive requested some clarification of permitted discharge of

firearms in the Lake Erie Country Club area.

Further comments were made and discussed.
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d) Peace Officers entitled by law to carry restricted firearms, under

circumstances which make the use of such guns or other firearms imperative
for the preservation of life, property or to prevent the unnecessary suffering of

animals.

e) Police Officers as authorized under the Police Services Act.

t) a person using a tranquilizing gun prescribed and as permitted in Ontario

Regulation 665/ 98, made under the Fish & Wildlife Conservation Act, within

the limits of the Town of Amherstburg to capture wild or stray animals, with

the gun to be used only in extreme cases, and when possible, with a Police or

Conservation Officer present to assist in the interest of public safety, and

further that the gun is to be used only while performing his or her duties.

g) rifles larger than 6 millimetres (.243) in diameter being discharged outside the

Prohibited Firearm Discharge Area for sighting in purposes only, provided
such rifles are discharged into an appropriate and safe backstop; or

h) a private park, at the owner' s discretion during the off season or when not in

use.

CONCLUSION

In summary, the Committee first and foremost has considered Public Safety as a priority
while attempting to keep as much area as possible open to allow the discharge of

permi tted firearms.
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CONCLUSION

In summary,. the Committee first and foremost has considered Public Safety as a priority
while attempting to keep as much area as possible open to allow the discharge of

permitted firearms.
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